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By Bradford G. Boyle 


Collecting movie posters and related memora- 
bilia has been a hobby of many movie fans for a 
long time, but in the last decade it has become 
increasingly popular, pushing prices up at a 
dizzying rate. Those lucky enough to have pur- 
chased a poster from The Wizard of Oz in 1965 
‘might have paid $15 or so, while today the same 
poster would cost several thousand dollars, pro- 
viding you could find one for sale. While some 
collectors actively speculate in posters, most buy 
as a hobby, collecting posters from their favorite 
movies for the love of it. 

The market for the buying and selling of posters 
has become a well-organized, highly liquid mark- 
et. Many stores have sprung up that deal exclus- 
ively in movie memorabilia. Before, most ex- 
changes took place between collectors (many still 
do), but the existence of so many stores is proof of 
the growing demands (and profitability) of the 
marketplace. Poster stores usually charge higher 
prices than collectors, but it is much easier to find 
the item you are seeking. While a ‘‘price-guide’’ 
for movie posters exists, it is by no means a 
‘‘bible,’’ and the experienced collector knows that 
if he/she shops around, and has patience, a good 
deal of money can be saved. 


A Short History 


Movie posters have existed since the beginning 
of movies. The first posters were stock posters; 
the posters were a general design, with a blank 
area for the theatre owner to fill in the movie he 
was currently showing. With the advent of the 
“‘star system’’ in Hollywood, posters began to be 
produced for each movie, usually depicting the 
leading performer(s). From their beginning, the 
posters have been printed in brilliant colors, to 
hopefully attract the passing glance of potential 
customers as they walked by the theatre. Original- 
ly, posters came in a variety of sizes, but soon the 
“‘one-sheet’’ became standard, measuring 28 by 
42 inches, which was later reduced to 27 by 41. 
The one-sheet is still the most common poster. 
Other conventional types include three-sheets, 
six-sheets, half-sheets, inserts, window cards, 
lobby cards, and stills, which are not posters, but 
photographs issued with the movie. 
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Cover photo: Vintage posters from the golden 
days of Hollywood are in great demand. Dark 
Victory starred not only Bette Davis and Hum- 
phrey Bogart, but also a lesser-known actor who 
went on to play greater roles. 


The one-sheet from John Huston’s classic, The Maltese Falcon. The current value of this poster is 
about $4,000.00. 
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7920 East Mississippi 
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Antique Furnishings & Collectables 
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A unique co-op of eight dealers with 
a nice selection of Antiques, 
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Furniture, Depression Era Glass and : 
China, Jewelry and Art Deco Phe Glass Bainbsu HEGE 


(Formerly C & Z Antiques) 
5724 East Colfax Mon-Sat:10-6 i AURORA ANTIQUE CENTER 366-7385 


Denver, CO 80220 Mastercard ek 
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CONSIGNMENTS 


11 am - 6 pm Tues.-Sat. 


2 5940 E. Colfax 
AURORA COLORADO 80010 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM 
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